[Biology of pleasure].
Pleasure is not an "extra", or bonus bringing a little more soul to certain of our acts; it is a fundamental part of animal life. It is just as difficult to define as spirit, but nonetheless man is very conscious of it, and it is found to be associated with certain animal behaviours. The study of the biology of pleasure entails 1) showing how it intervenes in relation with "need" in the regulation of major homeostatic functions, 2) studying its participation in the opponent processes which determine given behaviours, 3) categorising the hormones and neurotransmitters it brings into play, 4) determining its presence in drug addiction and pathological consommatory behaviour.